
Continuing Education Credits
In support of improving patient care, this activity has been planned and implemented 
by the Ohio School-Based Health Alliance and Moses/Weitzman Health System, Inc. 
and its Weitzman Institute and is jointly accredited by the Accreditation Council for 
Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy 
Education (ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), to provide 
continuing education for the healthcare team.

This series is intended for Dentists, Nurses, Nurse Practitioners, Physicians, Physician 
Assistants, Psychologists, and Social Workers.

Please complete the post-session survey and claim your post-session certificate on 
the Weitzman Education Platform after today’s session. OSBHA will be providing the 
instructions on claiming your credits.



Disclosures
• With respect to the following presentation, there have been no relevant (direct or indirect) financial 

relationships between the presenters or other activity planners and any ineligible company in the past 
24 months which would be considered a relevant financial relationship.

• The views expressed in this presentation are those of the presenters and may not reflect official policy 
of Moses/Weitzman Health System.

• Presenters are obligated to disclose any products which are off-label, unlabeled, experimental, and/or 
under investigation (not FDA approved) and any limitations on the information that are presented, 
such as data that are preliminary or that represent ongoing research, interim analyses, and/or 
unsupported opinion. 
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Ohio Association of Foodbanks
The Ohio Association of Foodbanks assists Ohio’s 
12 Feeding America foodbanks and ~3,600 
partner agencies in providing food and other 
resources to people in need and pursues areas of 
common interest for the benefit of people in need.

Our primary functions include:

• Food sourcing (state contracts)

• Public policy, advocacy and government relations at the state and 
federal levels

• Leveraging and stewarding other resources to support efforts to 
address hunger and its root causes (SNAP outreach, AmeriCorps, 
health care enrollment programs, food as medicine, etc.)

• Shared services, technical assistance, convener, and collective voice 
for membership

Feb-25 4



The association's External Affairs Team 
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Level Setting – State of Hunger
Overview of the state of the charitable food network
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We just broke ANOTHER statewide quarterly 
record for duplicated food pantry visits

• 4,138,912 total food pantry visits (1,464,981 households) from 
July 1, 2024 to September 30, 2024

• Up ~7.5% from the previous quarter (SFY 2024 Q4) - 3,853,458 food 
pantry visits (1,375,933 households) and from the same quarter a year 
prior (SFY 2024 Q1) - 3,848,345 food pantry visits (1,347,254 
households)

• Up ~60% from 2020-2022

• Up ~78% from 2016-2019

• We provided take-home groceries more times in the first 9 
months of this calendar year than we did in any other full year 
prior to 2023
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We don’t have enough food to keep up

• From 2016 to 2019, we were providing about 6 to 6.5 days of food 
per food pantry visitor (based on 1.2 pounds per meal).

• This amount climbed to nearly 8 days of food per food pantry 
visitor in 2021.

• In 2022, it was back under 7 days of food per food pantry visitor. 

• By 2023, we provided just 5.3 days worth of food per food pantry 
visitor statewide.

• So far in 2024, we have averaged 5.1 days worth of food per food 
pantry visitor statewide through September 30.
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From April 15 to May 12, 2024, we 
anonymously surveyed 2,300 

foodbank neighbors from across 
Ohio who answered questions about 

themselves, their households, the 
circumstances that led them to seek 

help from the emergency hunger 
relief network, and their experience.
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57.4% of neighbors 

visiting Ohio food 

pantries said they are 

not currently receiving 

SNAP benefits. 

Of those receiving 

SNAP benefits, 64.3% 

exhaust SNAP benefits 

in two weeks and a 

third (33.1 percent) 

reported their benefits 

last just one week or 

less.
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Child Food Insecurity (Map the Meal Gap 
Data)
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Where would I find data to understand the 
impacts of poverty on children?

• OAF county level fact sheets coming soon!

• OACA 2024 State of Poverty in Ohio report

• Feeding America Map the Meal Gap has child food insecurity 
specific data 

• Ohio Public Assistance Monthly Statistics (PAMS), though delayed, 
has OWF and SNAP data broken down by children and adults

• USDA reports is where we learn about WIC participation, for 
example
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https://oacaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/2024-OACA-Report_final-low.pdf
https://map.feedingamerica.org/county/2022/child/ohio
https://jfs.ohio.gov/cash-food-and-refugee-assistance/pams/pams
https://www.fns.usda.gov/data-research


SNAP 101
Most critical anti-hunger program
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SNAP 101: Most Critical Anti-
Hunger Program

• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

• Food stamps, EBT, nutrition/food assistance 

• As of December 2024, Ohio’s statewide SNAP  
caseload consists of 1,480,997 individuals in 
689,000 households

• As of September 2024, Ohio’s statewide SNAP 
caseload consists of 781,920 adults and 
551,200 children

• SNAP beneficiaries are in every county, every 
district in the state
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WHERE Can You Buy With SNAP?
• Most grocery, big-box and convenience 

stores accept SNAP EBT payments

• Ohio does not participate in USDA’s 
“restaurant meals” program which 
allows older adults and unhoused 
individuals to utilize SNAP at 
participating restaurants  

• USDA’s SNAP Retailer Locater: 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/ret
ailer-locator

• USDA’s Online Purchasing Hub which is 
updated when new retailers come on: 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/online
-purchasing-pilot
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WHAT Can You Buy With SNAP?

• Most human-grade household foods* such as
• Fruits and vegetables 
• Meat, poultry, fish
• Dairy products
• Breads and cereals
• Water, juice, soda
• Snack foods 
• Seeds and plants 

*Cannot currently purchase any hot or prepared food items i.e. pre-made subs, 
rotisserie chicken, salad bar etc.
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SNAP: Who Qualifies in Ohio? 

• Generally, working adults and families whose: 

• Gross monthly income at or below 200% of the Federal Poverty Line (FPL)

• Certain non-citizen groups including refugees and asylees

• Includes Cuban and Haitian entrants and Iraqi and Afghan special immigrants 

• Low-income college students 
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SNAP Benefit Eligibility & Calculation 101

• Able-bodied-adults-without-dependents (ABAWDs) are work required to 
stay on the SNAP program 

• To be eligible for SNAP, applicants must meet TWO separate income 
tests
• Gross monthly income = total take home pay/month

• States have flexibility – can choose between 130%-200% of the FPL

• Net monthly income = total take home AFTER deductions applied
• SNAP deductions include: child/adult care, a percentage of your earned income if 

working, a percentage of shelter/utility costs, a percentage of monthly medical expenses 
(older adults only)

• Does not consider general household expenses associated with transportation, education, 
debt payments including student loans and other expenses associated with meeting basic 
needs

• Must be at or below 100% of the federal poverty level. States have no flexibility 
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Benefit 
Calculation



Who doesn’t qualify? 

• Individuals who are on strike

• All people without documented immigration status

• Certain immigrants who are lawfully present

• Most adults between 18-54 who are not working and do not have 
children in the home and who do not have disabilities
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How does SNAP Work in Ohio?

• County administered, state overseen

• Ohio is only one of nine county administered states

• This means that county agencies (governments) have much more control over the 
operation of the program which can lead to differences for how the program works 
in one county to the next

• E.g. some county JFS offices are open to the public, some remain closed. Some 
allow walk in appointments, some do not

• Application > interview > benefits determination 

• Most households on a 12-month recertification, 6-month interim 
report schedule
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Other Benefits 
of SNAP!
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What is SNAP Outreach?

• SNAP Outreach is a United States 
Department of Agriculture Food and 
Nutrition Service (USDA FNS) program 
where state’s work with agencies to 
provide low-income individuals free and 
unbiased education and assistance in 
applying for SNAP benefits

• Our application assistors also help 
direct neighbors to other benefits and 
resources they are likely eligible for, i.e. 
WIC, HEAP, PIPP, Summer EBT, 
housing, health care navigation and 
more
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OAF is 
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SNAP 
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partner



Why is application assistance necessary?

• The reality is, benefits navigation is difficult!

• Some individuals just need help understanding their rights and 
the process, others help uploading documents and others with 
more complex cases (mixed-status households, translation 
services etc.) and everything in between 
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Get Connected Today!
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What is Summer EBT?

• S-EBT is a new permanent program which 
provides eligible children with Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits 
during the summer to help close the hunger gap 
when children are on summer break and not 
receiving school meals

• S-EBT benefits are placed on a card (similar to 
PEBT) that can be used in the same way as 
traditional EBT cards – at SNAP authorized 
retailers, online and grocery delivery and 
participating farmer’s markets

• Students receiving S-EBT benefits CAN take 
advantage of other summer feeding options as 
available 
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Summer EBT = SUN Bucks

• USDA has named and branded the new Summer EBT program as 
SUN Bucks. Important for advocates to know that SUN bucks are 
synonymous with Summer EBT and vice versa

• General outreach toolkit, including customizable materials from 
USDA can be found here:

• https://www.fns.usda.gov/sebt/outreach-toolkit

• Really good stuff here like phone script, text messages, talking points about 
summer hunger and more!

• 2025 Ohio specific materials to come in early spring!

https://www.fns.usda.gov/sebt/outreach-toolkit


Summer EBT 101
First new federal nutrition program in 50 years!!!!!!
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Summer EBT benefit issuance 

• In summer 2024, there was one issuance in the 
amount of $120

• $40 for each month of summer issued at one 
time

• This number is likely to change each 
summer as benefits will be adjusted to 
inflation

• Served 1.2 million Ohio school children!

• Benefits must be spent within 122 days of 
issuance

• S-EBT benefits will begin being processed in 
mid-June

• Not all students will receive their benefits on the 
same day!

• Final benefits distributed by end of 
September, even if eligible cannot access 
benefit after this. 

• How will S-EBT be issued?
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Households 

currently receiving 

SNAP benefits:

S-EBT benefits for 

each child in the 

household will be 

issued on the 

family’s existing 

Ohio Direction Card

Households not 

currently receiving 

SNAP benefits: 

A new S-EBT card 

will be mailed for 

each child eligible to 

receive S-EBT 

benefits in the 

household in child’s 

name



Summer 2024 automatic eligibility

• ALL students (including graduating seniors) ages 5-18 that have 
participated in SNAP from July 1, 2023 – August 23, 2024

• ALL students of the same age and time frame that have 
participated in Ohio Works First (OWF/TANF)

• Ohio Dept. of Medicaid will share all children participating in 
Medicaid that meet the free & reduced-price (F/RP) lunch 
threshold during the same time frame
• Ohio Medicaid/CHIP goes up to 206% for children, f/rp threshold is only 

185%

• Schools participating in the NSLP or the SBP will share their 
current year f/rp certified students with applications on file
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What’s with all the underlining?

• If the school has fully virtual/online students with no access to the 
meal program(s), the school will not submit those students
• The students WILL receive Summer-EBT if they are currently on SNAP, 

OWF or Medicaid income eligible

• Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) schools cannot submit any 
student without a current year free/reduced price meal 
certification on file
• High poverty school districts that do not require students to complete f/rp 

applications to receive free school meals cannot submit every student, as 
this program is means tested – biggest difference from PEBT.

• Think Columbus Public Schools, Cleveland Metro Public Schools, Dayton 
Public etc. 
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More on eligibility

• Schools must report only school year 2023-2024 certified students for free or reduced 
meals, approved through the direct certification process, NSLP application process, or 
otherwise categorically eligible. 

• Categorical eligibility includes HeadStart, Migrant, Homeless, Runaway students and foster students with 
current year court documentation.

• Schools can take new free/reduced priced lunch applications through July 31, determine 
eligibility, and submit student data to Management Council in August. The students had to 
have been enrolled in the 2023-2024 school year but can be submitted if summer 
documentation collected shows they are newly eligible for free or reduced meals.

• Categorically eligible families CAN opt-out – more to come on how – though if asked we 
encourage families to consider utilizing their card at a SNAP authorized retailer and donating 
any purchased food. 
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Statewide S-EBT application

• Available online on or around 4/15

• Currently only available in English, awaiting an answer on whether 
or not paper applications will be available 
• OAF is helping with translations – updates to follow

• Primarily for households with children attending CEP schools who 
are not otherwise categorically eligible for free meals (AKA not 
participating in SNAP, TANF or Medicaid but are income eligible)

• Home school children and children not attending a NSLP school  
are NOT eligible for summer EBT, regardless of income, UNLESS 
they are categorically eligible through participation in the above 
programs
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Supporting S-EBT student eligibility 

• Remind households through multiple channels they can apply for 
free and reduced-price school meal benefits THROUGHOUT the 
school year – not just in August!

• It is permissible to give the example of S-EBT summer benefits as 
a push for submitting the f/rp meal application

• Help inform households that if they are already approved for 
free/rp meals through application they are NOT to submit the 
statewide S-EBT application or call the hotline for eligibility 
information – this just clogs the phone! 
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WIC 101
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WIC 
• Available for pregnant and postpartum persons as 

well as children under age 5. Non-birth and kinship 
caregivers can also access WIC for the children in 
their care (single dads, grandparents, neighbors etc.)

• With incomes at or below 185% FPL

• WIC also operates on a debit-card like system, though 
a different card than SNAP

• WIC is not on the Ohiobenefits portal and you have 
to apply separately, though participation in those 
programs can make a family adjunctively eligible for 
WIC

• In addition to the nutrition benefits WIC provides, such 
as yogurt, formula, eggs, bread, cereal, fruits and 
vegetables etc. participants have access to nutrition 
and breastfeeding education, immunization education 
and more
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Connecting families to WIC & other 
considerations

• There is no formal “WIC outreach” plan though many SNAP 
application assistors, head starts, Pathways HUBS etc. informally 
connect eligible families with WIC.

• Ohio’s WIC system can be tricky to navigate since it is offline. Still, 
worth it for income eligible families and caregivers to supplement 
SNAP/pantry groceries as Foodbanks typically do not source 
formula and other foods specific to the nutritional needs of 
pregnant, postpartum and young children

• WIC is NOT an entitlement program, but a block grant. This means 
it doesn’t have to serve everyone eligible – though historically it 
has. We are worried about this, this year
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Questions? 
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Sarah Kuhns, 
skuhns@ohiofoodbanks.org

Hope Lane-Gavin, 
hlane@ohiofoodbanks.org

Eliza Richardson, 
erichardson@ohiofoodbanks.org 
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