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Welcome!

Agenda:
• SIS

• Why is SIS Important?
• History
• Basics

• SIS Successes
• SIS Resources
• SIS Partnerships
• Opportunities for Schools



Store It Safe (SIS)

• Began in 2015 when Ohio AAP leadership wanted to find a way 
to decrease both unintentional and intentional firearm injury 
and death in youth.

• Unique because SIS brought together organizations with 
differing viewpoints to develop unified, nonpartisan messaging, 
resources and approaches including, a close partnership with 
Buckeye Firearms Association. 



Why do we need Store It Safe (SIS)?







Store It Safe Through the Years

Phase 1- 2015
Address unintentional 

firearm injuries in young 
children

-How to have productive 
conversations

-Pilot materials

Phase 2 – 2019
Begin QI work – young child 

pilot
-Discuss safe storage at all 

age 2-5 WCV
-Distribute educational 

materials and firearm safety 
boxes

Phase 3 – 2021
Expand QI work to adolescent 

population
-Suicide prevention

-Screening, PC interventions, 
referral

-Resources

Phase 4 – 2024
Expand partnerships and 

reach
-Continue suicide prevention 

QI work/DEI focus
-SIS City Designation
-State-wide branding 

campaign



Basics of SIS

• Population Based
• Screening (depression AND suicidality)
• Anticipatory guidance (lethal means restriction discussions)
• Resources

• Parents and Caregivers are not getting SIS education in other 
settings

• ALL youth regardless of risk level based on screening should not 
have access to lethal means and should be educated on suicide 
prevention

• ALL parents/caregivers regardless of the youth’s risk level should be 
educated and provided resources on suicide prevention



Education and 
Quality Improvement

• Webinars
• In person training
• Recorded 

educational 
sessions

• Quality 
improvement in 
pediatric primary 
care

Community

• Resources for 
community events

• SIS in settings other 
than primary care

Advocacy

• Legislation
• Policies



Summary of SIS Successes

• Expansive resources applicable to many settings
• Media campaign with Akron Children’s Hospital
• Provided over 3,000 lock boxes
• Trained over 300 providers in SIS tenants
• QI work improved lethal means discussion rates and suicidality 

screening rates
• First SIS Designated City – Beachwood
• $90K for 90 Years Campaign

• Partnership with Academy of Medicine of Cleveland and Northern Ohio
• Partnership with firearm retailers/experts - posters



$90K/90Years Fundraising Campaign

• Ohio AAP turned 90 in 2024
• Launched a 9-month 

fundraising campaign to raise 
$90K

• Reached $30K OVER goal in 
9 months

• 313 total donations from Ohio 
AAP members, hospitals, 
non-profits and managed care 
plans



$90K/90Years Fundraising Campaign

Funding Implementation Plan



Most Recent Wave of QI



Most Recent Wave of QI



Resources For Parents/Caregivers



Resources For Parents/Caregivers



Resources For Providers



Youth Resource



Resources For Firearm Owners



Posters for Firearm Retailers (12 X 17)



Expanded SIS Partnerships

• SIS Coalition 
• Works alongside our SIS 

Program, helping us bring 
in the voices and lived 
experience of those using 
our resources and 
impacting the lives Ohio’s 
youth

• New member of the 
Statewide Prevention 
Coalition Association 

• SIS Education 
Professionals Workgroup

• City Designation 
opportunity

• Beachwood named Ohio’s 
1st “Store It Safe City”

• In talks with UH Rainbow 
Babies & Children’s Hospital

• Connected with State 
Representative who is very 
interested in secure storage of 
firearms and youth safety 



Schools as Partners
• Ohio was the first legislature in the country to pass the Safety 

and Violence Education for Students Act, aka SAVE Students 
Act in 2020

• Ensures all middle and high school students receive evidence-based 
training in recognizing social isolation, identifying the signs of potential 
violence and suicide, and knowing when and how to reach out for help. 

• Requires school districts to register with the Safer Ohio School Tip Line 
or an anonymous reporting program of the district's choosing. Districts 
are required to report on disciplinary actions and mental wellness 
referrals resulting from anonymous tips at the end of each school year.

• School district must have a multidisciplinary threat assessment team 
for each school building in the district serving grades  6 through 12

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/School-
Wellness/Prevention-Education/Suicide-and-Violence-
Prevention-Social-Inclusion



Schools as Partners
• Potential failures in the medical home

• Firearm ownership may not be disclosed
• Privacy
• Fear

• Language may not elicit accurate response
• Provider uncomfortable/not knowledgeable about screening and 

intervention (SIS can help!)
• Potential opportunities in schools

• Trusted partner in caring for our children
• Share our mission/vision to provide safe environments for children to 

grow
• Have access to families who may not be engaged with a medical home



School-Based Health Programs

Strengths
• On-site presence of healthcare 

provider trained in SIS
• Potential engagement of both 

primary care and mental 
health services

• Referral of students based on 
parent or school concern

Challenges
• May not have daily presence
• SDOH screening, education, 

and lockbox distribution 
without parent present

• Medical mistrust

Critical piece is relationship building! 



Opportunities for Schools

• Share SIS resources at existing, well-attended 
activities to engage families

• Provide education and distribute lockboxes at
• Athletic events
• Community events
• Parent-Teacher conferences
• Pick-up/Drop-off at Before and After-School 

programs



Opportunities for Schools

• Partner to generate new activities/awareness 
within the school space

• Firearm Safety Awareness event
• Training for caregivers, parents, and teachers
• In-school podcast, newsletter, or other media
• Display posters in youth-facing areas



Opportunities for Schools

• Target athletic programs for engagement
• Share SIS and mental health messaging with student 

athletes and sports staff
• Posters in gyms and locker rooms 

• Consider roles of Community Health Worker 
(CHW) or Family Support Specialist in screening, 
education, and lockbox distribution



Questions?



For more SIS Information/Resources or to Connect:

https://ohioaap.org/storeitsafe

Kristen Fluitt
kfluitt@ohioaap.org

https://ohioaap.org/storeitsafe
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